CURRICULUM VITAE

John Miles Foley
(10/1/09)

Address
Academic:
Center for eResearch (www.e-researchcenter.org) and
Center for Studies in Oral Tradition (www.oraltradition.org)
Mailing address for both centers: 243 Walter Williams Hall, University of Missouri,
Columbia, MO 65211 (tel. 573-882-9720; fax 573-884-0291)
Department of English, 109 Tate Hall
Department of Classical Studies, 420 GCB
Home: 6120 Howard Orchard Road, Rural Route 3, Columbia, MO 65203 (tel. 573-446-0084)
E-mail: FoleyJ@missouri.edu

Degrees
Ph.D., English and Comparative Literature, University of Massachusetts/Amherst
M.A., English Literature, University of Massachusetts/Amherst
A.B., Physics, Math, and Chemistry, Colgate University

Academic Appointments
Director, Center for eResearch, 2006-
Curators’ Professor of Classical Studies and English, University of Missouri/Columbia, 1997-
William H. Byler Distinguished Chair in the Humanities, U. of Missouri/Col., 1985-
Chairman, Department of Classical Studies, U. of Missouri/Col., 1996-2000
Professor of Germanic and Slavic Languages, U. of Missouri/Col., 2003-
Professor of Classical Studies, U. of Missouri/Col., 1991-
Director, Center for Studies in Oral Tradition, 1985-
Professor of English, U. of Missouri/Col., 1983-
Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, U. of Missouri/Col., 1992-
Associate Prof. of English, U. of Missouri/Col., 1979-83
Visiting Prof. of Comparative Literature, U. of Belgrade, 1980
Assistant Prof. of English, Emory University, 1974-79
Visiting Fellow, Harvard University, 1976-77, 1980-81

Awards and Fellowships

Extramural
Special Advisor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 2009
Walter J. Ong Award for Career Achievement in Scholarship, Media Ecology Association,
2009
Fellow, Nordic Institute for Advanced Studies, 2006



Biennial Award (2004-2005) for a Distinguished Scholarly Edition, for The Wedding of
Mustajbey’s Son Becirbey as Performed by Halil Bajgori¢, Modern Language
Association (paper edition Helsinki: Academia Scientiarum Fennica; eEdition at
http://oraltradition.org/zbm

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University (appointed
1994; accepted provisionally for 2011-12)

Member, Folklore Fellows Advisory Board, Finnish Academy of Letters and Science, 2001-05

Senior Fellow, American Council of Learned Societies, 1995-96

Member, Russian Academy of Sciences (elected 1993)

Member, International Folklore Fellows (Helsinki) (elected 1993)

Member, Centre d’études homériques (Université Stendhal, Grenoble) (elected 1993)

Fellow, American Folklore Society (elected 1989)

Director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for College Teachers,
1987, 1989, 1991, 1992, and 1994

Director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for School Teachers, 1996

Grantee, American Council of Learned Societies, 1984

Principal Investigator, Missouri Comm. for the Humanities Program Grant (state-based NEH),
1984

Senior Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Program, 1983

Fellow, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, 1980-81

Grantee, International Research and Exchanges Board (for former Yugoslavia), 1979-80

Recipient, Academic Stipend, U. of Belgrade/Serbian Academy of Sciences, 1980

Grantee, Fulbright-Hays Program, CIES (for former Yugoslavia), 1979-80

Grantee, Fulbright-Hays Program, Office of Education (for former Yugoslavia), 1979-80

Fellow, Harvard University Mellon Fellowship Program, 1979-80

Travel Grantee, American Council of Learned Societies, 1979

Consultant, Research and Development Grant, NEH, 1978

Fellow, American Council of Learned Societies, 1976-77

Fellow, Andrew Mellon Postdoctoral Program, 1976-77

Principal Investigator, Research Grant, NEH, for fieldwork in former Yugoslavia, 1974-77

Scholarship, International Slavic Center, U. of Belgrade, 1973

Intramural
Inaugural Lecturer, 21* Century Corps of Discovery Award, 2004
Chancellor’s Award for Outstanding Faculty Research, 1989
Grantee, Provost’s Funded Research Leaves, 1988-89, 1995-96
Grantee, Research Board, 1995-96
Grantee, Weldon Spring Endowment, 1992
Grantee, Faculty Foreign Travel Program, 1987, 1992, 1996
Grantee, Faculty Research Council, 1988, 1990

Editing, Field Work, Archival Experience, Foreign Study
2005+ Director and Founder, Center for eResearch, Univ. of Missouri/Columbia
2002+ General Editor and Founder, “Poetics of Orality and Literacy” (Univ. of Notre
Dame Press)



1994+ General Editor and Founder, “Voices in Performance and Text” (Univ. of Illinois
Press and Indiana Univ. Press)

1987+ General Editor and Founder, A.B. Lord Studies on Oral Tradition (Garland)

1986+ Director and Founder, Center for Studies in Oral Tradition, Univ. of
Missouri/Columbia

1986+ Editor and Founder, Oral Tradition (http://journal.oraltradition.org)

1980-81 Milman Parry Collection, Harvard University; U. of Mass./Amherst Comp. Center
Archival work, Serbian Academy of Sciences and University of Belgrade
1976-77 Milman Parry Collection, Harvard University

1975 Fieldwork in the Sumadijan region of Serbia
1973 Study of South Slavic language and literature at Univ. of Belgrade
Languages

French, South Slavic (read, write, speak)
Greek, Latin, German, Italian, Spanish, Old English, Middle English (read)

Papers and Lectures Presented (highly selected from more than 330; 1993+)

1. “Comparative Perspectives on Editing Oral Traditions,” Society for Textual Scholarship,
New York City, April 16, 1993

2. “Oral-Formulaic Theory and Ballad Studies,” International Ballad Conference, University of
California Los Angeles, June 24, 1993

3. “Oral Theory and the Homeric Hymns,” Colloque Milman Parry, Université Stendhal,
Grenoble, France, September 14, 1993

4. “Parry-Lord Theory and Immanent Art,” Joensuu University, Finland, September 20, 1993

5. “Traditional Oral Epic,” Turku University, Finland, September 21, 1993

6. “Oral Tradition and Immanent Art,” University of Helsinki, Finland, September 22, 1993

7. Keynote address: “Homer and Oral Tradition,” Conference on Oral Tradition, University of
Saskatchewan, October 28, 1993

8. Presidential Address, “Comparative Oral Traditions,” Traditional Oral Epic Conference, St.
Petersburg, Russia, November 4, 1993

9. “The Singer of Tales in Performance,” University of Wales, Cardiff, June 7, 1994

10. “Comparative Oral Traditions,” NEH Institute on Homer and Oral Traditions, University of
Arizona, Tempe, AZ, June 14, 1994

11. “Reading Bellerophon’s Tablet,” Center for Hellenic Studies, Washington, DC, June 25,
1994

12. “The Rhetorical Persistence of Traditional Forms,” XIth Congress of the International
Society for Folk Narrative Research, Mysore, India, January 7, 1995

13. “Comparative Oral Traditions,” Vasra Bharati University, Santiniketan, India, January 14,
1995

14. “A Unified Theory for Studies in Oral Tradition,” Folklore Fellows Summer School,
Mekrijarvi, Finland, July 6, 1995

15. “What South Slavic Oral Epic Can -- and Cannot -- Tell Us about Homer,” American
Philological Association, San Diego, CA, December 28, 1995

16. “Oral Traditions and the Bible,” Amherst College, February 7, 1996



17. “Proverbs and Traditional Diction in South Slavic Epic,” Harvard University, February 8,
1996

18. “The Textualization of South Slavic Epic,” Turku University, Finland, June 27, 1996

19. Keynote Address: “Homeric Signs and Oral Tradition,” Conference on Oral Tradition and
Ancient Greek, University of Natal/Durban, South Africa, July 2, 1996

20. “Comparative Oral Traditions: Theoretical Approaches,” International Workshop on Oral
Literature in China, Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark, August 29, 1996

21. “The Role of Sémata in Homeric Epic,” Department of Classics, Odense University,
Denmark, September 2, 1996

22. “Oral Tradition: A Response to Talmudic Scholars,” Association for Jewish Studies,
Boston, MA, December 15, 1996

23. “Homer and South Slavic Epic,” Special session on the Performance of Homeric Epic,
American Philological Association, New York City, December 28, 1996

24, “Poéte et tradition: Homeére et les aédes slaves du sud,” Université Stendhal, Grenoble,
France, March 25, 1997

25. “Comparative Oral Traditions,” Tong Liao, Inner Mongolia, September 18, 1997

26. “Oral Theory and Oral Literature,” Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing,
September 21, 1997

27. “Signs of Oral Tradition in Ancient Greek and Old English Poetry,” Vassar College,
Poughkeepsie, NY, October 27, 1998

28. “The Siri Epic in a Comparative Context,” Turku University, Finland, February 25, 1999

29. “L’Epopée du retour et le/la vrai(e) héro/héroine de I’Odyssée,” Colloque International:
Hommage a Gabriel Germain, La Mythologie et I’ Odyssée, Grenoble, France, May 22, 1999

30. “Oral Tradition and Hypertext,” University of Missouri, Columbia, February 24, 2000

31. “Bookends and What Lies Between: Oral Tradition, the Alexandrian Library, and
Hypertext,” Truman State University, March 22, 2000

32. “La Formule et ses implications,” Colloque “Les Enjeux théoriques des débats sur la
formule homérique,” Université de Lille, France, April 3, 2000

33. “Homere et les ae¢des slaves du sud: La tradition orale et son importance,” Université de
Lausanne, Switzerland, April 10, 2000

34. “Electronic Editions of Oral Poetry,” Conference on the Past, Present, and Future of
Homeric Scholarship,” University of lowa, April 15, 2000

35. “Getting beyond the Bookends: Editing Oral Tradition,” University of Washington, Seattle,
May 15, 2000

36. “Cyber-Editions of South Slavic Epics,” Central Slavic Association, Kansas City, MO,
October 14, 2000

37. “Response to Teaching Oral Traditions in Asian Studies,” Ohio State University,
Columbus, OH, October 21, 2000

38. “Oral Tradition and the New Testament,” Amherst College, February 16, 2001

39. “Reading Oral Poetry: A Workshop,” People’s Poetry Gathering, New York City, March
31,2001

40. “Oral Tradition and Chinese Storytelling,” Conference on “Beyond Peony Pavilion:
Performance, Ethnicity, and Cultural Processes in China,” Ohio State University, April 28, 2001

41. Keynote Address: “Indigenous Poems, Colonialist Texts,” International Conference on
Orality, Literacy, and Postcolonialism, University of Natal-Pietermaritzburg, South Africa,
August 28, 2001



42. “Response to Literacy and Latinity in Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages,” American
Philological Association, Philadelphia, PA, January 6, 2002

43. “Open Forum: A Companion to Ancient Epic,” Classical Association of the Middle West
and South, University of Texas, Austin, April 4, 2002

44. “Performing Beowulf,” Medieval Institute, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2, 2002

45. “Oral Tradition and Biblical Studies,” Amherst College, February 20, 2003

46. “Epic and Ballad in Cyberspace,” People’s Poetry Gathering, New York City, April 12,
2003

47. “eEditions of Oral Poetry,” University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, April 18, 2003

48. “South Slavic Oral Epic: Performance, eCompanions, and eEditions,” School of Oriental
and African Studies, University of London, May 14, 2003

49. “Using Electronic Media to Re-create an Audience for Oral Poetry,” Conference on Basque
Oral Poetry, University of Nevada-Reno, May 16, 2003

50. “Memory, Oral Tradition, and eEditions,” Rice University, October 12, 2003

51. “Comparative Oral Traditions,” International Conference on Oral Improvisation and the
World, San Sebastian, Spain, November 3, 2003

52. “Electronic Editions of Oral Poetry,” International Conference on Oral Improvisation and
the World, San Sebastian, Spain, November 7, 2003

53. “Immanence and Oral Tradition,” American Academy of Religion / Society for Biblical
Literature, Atlanta, GA, November 23, 2003

54. “Homer and the South Slavic Oral Epic Poets: Leveraging the New Media” (The Mary
Estelle White Lecture for 2003-04), University of Toronto, February 10, 2004

56. ““Homer’ and South Slavic Oral Epic in a Cybernetic Age,” University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, March 1, 2004

57. “Oral Tradition: Words without Texts,” University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 2, 2004

58. “Oral Performance on the Internet,” Florida Atlantic University, March 6, 2004

59. “L’areéne virtuelle de la performance,” Université Caen, France, April 5, 2004

60. “The Dynamics of Slam Poetry,” Université¢ Caen, France, April 6, 2004

61. “The Natural Diversity of Oral Traditions,” Keynote address, International Conference on
Orality and Literacy, University of Zululand, South Africa, October 8, 2004

62. “Oral Tradition and eRepresentations,” UNESCO Conference on Intangible and Tangible
Cultural Heritage, Nara, Japan, October 21, 2004

63. “Oral Tradition and the Internet,” Symposium for Walter J. Ong, St. Louis University, April
16, 2005

64. “The Performance of Beowulf,” Poets House, New York City, October 17, 2005

65. “New Directions in Oral Tradition Studies,” The Graduate Institute, Milford, CT, December
1, 2005

66. “Oral Poetry and Basque Bertsolaritza,” Bertsozale Elkartea, San Sebastian, Spain,
December 17, 2005

67. “A Manual for Oral Traditions,” UNESCO, Paris, France, January 27, 2006

68. “Performing Beowulf,” Helsingborn, Sweden, February 1, 2006

69. “Oral Tradition and the Internet,” Lipscomb College, Nashville, TN, February 22, 2006

70. “Oral Tradition and the New Media,” Dahesh Museum, New York City, March 16, 2006

71. “Syndicate Mizzou: An Electronic Resource,” Public Relations and the Net, Denver, CO,
April 20, 2006

72. “South Slavic Oral Ballads,” Medieval Institute, Kalamazoo, MI, May 6, 2006



73. “OT and IT: Pathways of the Mind,” Media Ecology Association, Boston, MA, June 9,
2006

74. “Performance Pathways: Oral Tradition and the Internet,” Sound Effects Conference,
University of St. Andrews, Scotland, July 6, 2006

75-91. 17 public lectures at universities in Helsinki, Finland; Gothenburg, Sweden; Bergen,
Norway; and Odense, Denmark over a six-week period, October 14-November 25, 2006

92. “South Slavic Oral Epic and History,” Conference on Epic and History, Brown University,
December 3, 2006

93. “Comparative Oral Traditions,” Department of Classics, Indiana University, April 19, 2007

94. “Genres of Oral Poetry,” Folklore Fellows Summer School, Kuhmo, Finland, June 13, 2007

95. “Methodologies of Research,” Folklore Fellows Summer School, Vuokinniemi, Russia,
June 16, 2007

96. “The Orality-Literacy Debate,” Folklore Fellows Summer School, Paanajarvi, Russia, June
18, 2007

97. “Tradition and Improvisation in Oral Poetry,” Universita di Cagliari, Sardinia, June 27,
2007

98. “Three Verbal Marketplaces: The oAgora, tAgora, and eAgora,” Conference entitled Along
the Oral-Written Continuum: Types of Texts, Relations, and their Implications, Centre for
Medieval Studies, University of Bergen, Norway, October 18, 2007

99. “Oral Poetry and Oral Poetics,” Conference entitled Lyra Minima V, Mexico City, Mexico,
October 26, 2007

100-102. Lansdowne Lectureship, University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, March 10-
13, 2008. March 10: “Oral Traditions around the World: Ancient to Modern,” March 11:
Methods for Approaching Oral Traditions,” March 13: “Pathways of the Mind: Oral Tradition
and Internet Technology”

103. Keynote Address: “Ancient and Modern Democracies: Orality, Texts, and Electronic
Media,” Conference on Orality and Literacy, Rice University, April 12, 2008

104. Keynote Address: “Oral Tradition and the Internet,” Canadian Society of Medievalists,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada, June 2, 2008

105. “Editing Moslem Epics from Stolac,” Conference on Bosnian Oral Epic, Tuzla, Bosnia,
July 17, 2008

106. Keynote Address: “The Ideology of Text,” Media Ecology Association, St. Louis
University, St. Louis, MO, November 14, 2008

107. “Pathways and eEditions,” Session on Editing Orally Based Texts in a Digital Age,
Modern Language Association, San Francisco, CA, December 28, 2008

108. Keynote Address: “Plenitude and Diversity,” Conference on the Interface of Orality and
Writing, San Francisco, CA, March 14, 2009

109. Contribution to “Archives and History,” mit@MIT6, Cambridge, MA, April 24, 2009

110. “Oral Traditions: Understanding Diversity,” Institute of Ethnic Literatures, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China, June 9, 2009

111. “Oral Tradition and the Internet,” Institute of Ethnic Literatures, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Beijing, China, June 10, 2009

112. “Oral Traditions: Understanding Diversity,” Beijing Normal Capital University, Beijing,
China, June 10, 2009

113-117. Lectureship on Oral Tradition, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México, Mexico
City, September 21-25, 2009. September 21: “What is Oral Tradition?” September 22: “Epics



from Oral Tradition,” September 23: “Non-epic Genres of Oral Tradition,” September 24:
“Methods for Approaching Oral Tradition,” September 25: “Oral Tradition and the Internet:
Navigating Pathways”

118. “What is Oral Tradition?” Amherst College, Amherst, MA, October 5, 2009

119. “Oral Tradition and New Media,” Amherst College, Amherst, MA, October 6, 2009

Upcoming lectures 2009-2010 (selected)
December 10-14, 2009: University of the Basque Country, Bilbao, Spain

March 12-27, 2010: Lanzhou Northwest National University, Gansa Province, China; with
fieldwork in Tibet

April 16-17: University of California Los Angeles

April 23-24: Michels Endowed Lectureship, Bryn Mawr College

May 18-22: Thessaloniki, Greece

November 5-6: University of Edinburgh, Scotland

December 3-5: Harvard University

PUBLICATIONS
Books (single-authored)

1. Oral-Formulaic Theory and Research: An Introduction and Annotated Bibliography. New

York: Garland Publishing, 1985. Rpt. 1986, 1989. 718 pp.
Reviews: Old English Newsletter, 20 (1986): 59; Classical World, 79 (1986): 343-44;

Slavic and East European Journal, 30 (1986): 309-11; Research in African Literatures, 17
(1986): 309-10; Journal of American Folklore, 98 (1986): 364; American Reference Books
Annual, 17 (1986): 508; Mid-America Folklore, 14 (1986): 33-34; Year's Work in Modern
Language Studies, 47 (1986): 60-61; Jahrbuch fiir Volksliedforschung, 1989: 194-95; Slavonic
and East European Review, 67 (1989): 331-32; Reference and Research Book News, 5 (1990):
11; Olifant, 15 (1990): 202-6

2. The Theory of Oral Composition: History and Methodology. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1988. Rpt. 1992. 208 pp.

Chinese Version: Translated by Chao Gejin, published by the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, 2000. Rpt. 2009.

Reviews: Come-All-Ye, 9 (1988): 6; Choice, July/August 1989: 1831; Journal of
American Folklore, 102 (1989): 489-91; Old English Newsletter, 23 (1989): 52-53; Slavonic and
East European Review, 67 (1989): 604-5; Classical Outlook, 66 (1989): 102; Greece & Rome,
36 (1989): 254; Year's Work in Modern Language Studies, 50 (1989): 683, 1164; Religious
Studies Review, 15 (1989): 240; Asian Folklore Studies, 48 (1989): 159-60; Music Magazine
(Tokyo), May 1989: 98-99; Classical Review, 40 (1990): 1-3; Speculum, 65 (1990): 402-3;
Narodna umjetnost (Zagreb), 27 (1990): 291-93; Motif: International Review of Research in
Folklore & Literature, 11 (1990): 15-16; Jahrbuch fiir Volksliedforschung, 1990: 177-78;
Olifant, 15 (1990): 202-6; Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, 67 (1990): 409-10; Parergon, n.s. 8
(1990): 140-42; Zeitschrift fiir Volkskunde, 2 (1990): 280-81; Nordisk Tidsskrift for
Folkelivsforskning, 24 (1991): 42; Anthropologica, 32 (1990): 133-34; Classical World, 84



(1991): 256-57; Anglia, 111 (1993): 168-71; Music Library Association Notes, 50,1 (1993): 70-
76; Year’s Work in English Studies, 69 (?7?7): 120

3. Traditional Oral Epic: The Odyssey, Beowulf, and the Serbo-Croatian Return Song.

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. Rpt. 1993. 434 pp.

Reviews: Times Literary Supplement, July 12, 1991: 5; Bryn Mawr Classical Review, 2,
11 (1991): 1-3; Times Saturday Review, August 17, 1991; Envoi, 3,1 (1991): 7-11; Choice,
January 1992: 737; Slavonic and East European Review, 70 (1992): 311-12; New York Review of
Books, May 14, 1992: 52; Slavic and East European Review, 36 (1992): 266-67; Old English
Newsletter ("1990 Year's Work in Old English Studies"), 25, i1 (1992): 45; College Literature,
19 (1992): 173; Journal of Folklore Research, 29 (1992): 93-94; Envoi, 3 (1992): 107-11;
Comparative Literature, 45 (1993): 361-71; Journal of American Folklore, 106 (1993): 233-35;
Speculum, 68 (1993): 1116-18; Anglia, 115 (1993): 502-6; Mediaevalia et Humanistica, n.s. 20
(1994): 175-79; English Today, 38 (1994): 57-58; Greece & Rome, 2nd ser., 41 (1994): 253-54;
Journal of English and Germanic Philology, 94 (1995): 233-37; Journal of Indo-European
Studies, 26 (1998): 260-61.

4. Immanent Art: From Structure to Meaning in Oral Traditional Epic. Bloomington: Indiana

University Press, 1991. 279 pp.
Reviews: Bryn Mawr Classical Review, 3,1 (1992): 31-36; University Press Book News,

March 1992: 17; Colgate Scene, March 1992: 17; Narodna Umjetnost, 29 (1992): 356-57;
Choice, May 1992: 1386; Classical World, 86 (1992): 174; Slavic and East European Journal,
36 (1992): 524-25; Asian Folklore Studies, 51 (1992): 341-43; Greece & Rome, 2nd ser., 39
(1992): 246; Knji¢evna istorija (Belgrade), 24 (1992): 271-75; Skaldskaparmal, 2 (1993): 293-
98; Old English Newsletter, 26, 11 (1993): 45-46; Parergon, 11 (1993): 144-46; Anglia, 115
(1993): 502-6; Mediaevalia et Humanistica, n.s. 20 (1994): 179-81;Comparative Literature; 46
(1994): 192-94; Scholia, new series 3 (1994): 12-15 (also www.und.ac.za/und/classics/rev3-
1.html); Speculum, 69 (1994): 468-70; Mid-America Folklore, 22 (1994): 58-59; Classical
Journal, 91 (1995): 93-94; Come-All-Ye, 16 (1995): 3; Journal of American Folklore, 111
(1998): 442-43

5. The Singer of Tales in Performance. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995. 239 pp.
Reviews: Chronicle of Higher Ed. (June 9, 1995), A16; Colgate Scene, September 1995:

13; Bryn Mawr Classical Review (December 24, 1995), 9 pp.; Choice (December 1995): 610;
Journal of Indo-European Studies, 23, ii1 and 1iv (1995): 494-95; Come-All-Ye, 17,1 (1996): 4;
Arkiv for nordisk filologi, 111 (1996): 144; Asian Folklore Studies, 55 (1996): 350-51; Journal of
Folklore Research, 34 (1997): 75-76; Speculum, 72 (1997): 468-69; Language in Society, 26
(1997): 300-03; Religious Studies Review, 23 (1997): 161; Classical World, 90.4 (1997): [2 pp.];
Anglia: Zeitschrift fiir Englische Philologie, 115, 1v (1997): 532-35; Journal of American
Folklore, 111 (1998): 443-44; Old English Newsletter, 30, 11 (1998): 21-22.

6. Homer’s Traditional Art. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1999.
Award: Outstanding Academic Book Award for 2000, Choice magazine
Reviews: Research and Reference Book News, 14 (November 1999): 174; Choice, 37, vi
(February 2000): 1099; Bryn Mawr Classical Review (00.04.07); Classical and Modern
Literature, 21 (2000): 81-85; Greece & Rome, 27, 11 (2000): 237; Classical Review, 50, 1i (2000):



395-96; Joint Association of Classical Teachers Review, 27, 11 (2000), n.p.; Gaia: Revue
interdisciplinaire sur la Grece archaique, 5 (2001): 201-05; Religious Studies Review, 27
(2001): 285; American Journal of Philology, 122 (2001): 429-32; Asian Folklore Studies, 60, i
(2001): 150-52; Journal of Folklore Research Booknotes (www.indiana.edu/ ~
joft/book/foley.html); Estudos de Literatura Oral, 7-8 (2001-02): 384-90

7. How to Read an Oral Poem. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002. eCompanion at
http://oraltradition.org/hrop.

Award: Outstanding Academic Book Award for 2003, Choice magazine

Mentioned in: Chronicle of Higher Education, January 17", 2003; The New Yorker
(October 14 & 21, 2002): 47

Reviews: Western Folklore, 61 (2002): 381-82; Bryn Mawr Classical Review
(2003.02.10); Choice, 40, viii (April 2003): 1361; The Medieval Review (bmr-l@brynmawr.edu),
July 3, 2003; Virginia Quarterly Review, 79, i1 (2003): 66; Asian Folklore Studies, 62 (2003):
165-67; Fabula, 44, iii/iv (2003): 330-31; Classical Review, 53 (2003): 238-39; Jahrbuch des
deutschen Volksliedarchivs, 48 (2003): 301-04; Folklore, 115 (2004): 378-79; Journal of
Hellenic Studies, 124 (2004): 179-81; Gaia: Revue interdisciplinaire sur la Grece archaique, 9
(2005): 215-16; Ordia Prima: Revista de Estudios Cldsicos, 4 (2005): 172-74; Journal of
American Folklore 119.474 (2006) 493-495; Forum for Modern Language Studies, 43, 3 (2007):
320-21; Estudos de Literatura Oral, 13-14 (2007-08): 372-78.

[Retrospective review of my research (5 books covered): Choice, 39, i (September 2001): 64-65]

Editing Projects

Editor and Founder, Oral Tradition, 1986-
(23+ annual volumes of approx. 400 pages each)
Now online, open-access, and free of charge (searchable; includes all back issues

General Editor, A.B. Lord Studies in Oral Tradition, 1987-98
(17 volumes)

General Editor, Voices in Performance and Text, 1994-99
(5 volumes)

General Editor, Poetics of Orality and Literacy, 2004-
(3 volumes published to date; 3 in press)

Editions
1. Oral Traditional Literature: A Festschrift for Albert Bates Lord. Columbus, OH: Slavica

Publishers, 1981. Rpt. 1983. 461 pp.
Reviews: Choice, January 1982: 619; Canadian-American Slavic Studies, 16 (1982):



10

517-18; Slavic and East European Journal, 26 (1982): 363-65; Old English Newsletter, 16
(1982): 69-71; Speculum, 58 (1983): 460-63; Slavonic and East European Review, 61 (1983):
263; La Coronica, 11 (1983): 351-57; Come-All-Ye, 4 (1983): 9; Jahrbuch fiir
Volksliedforschung, 1984: 172-73; Ethnomusicology, 29 (1985): 504-7

2. Oral Tradition, a special issue of Canadian-American Slavic Studies, 15,1 (1981). 145 pp.

3. Oral Tradition in Literature: Interpretation in Context. Columbia: University of Missouri
Press, 1986. 192 pp.
Reviews: Hispanic Review, 55 (1987): 380-83; Classical Journal, 83 (1988): 263-64;
Speculum, 63 (1988): 251; Journal of Biblical Literature, 107 (1989): 179; Old English
Newsletter, 23 (1989): 65; Parergon, n.s. 8 (1990): 140-42; La Coronica, 18, 11 (1990): 121-22

4. Comparative Research on Oral Traditions: A Memorial for Milman Parry. Columbus,
OH: Slavica Publishers, 1987. 597 pp.

Reviews: Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, 66 (1989): 323; Asian Folklore Studies, 48 (1989):
160-61; Journal of American Folklore, 7?7 (1989): 000-00; Speculum, 64 (1989): 784-85; Olifant,
14 (1989): 137-45; Old English Newsletter, 23 (1989): 53-54, 65-66; Slavonic and East
European Review, 68 (1990): 109-10; Classical Review, 40 (1990): 1-3; Year’s Work in English
Studies, 69 (77): 121-28, 156

5. East European Folklore, a special issue of Southeastern Europe, 10 (1983), 1987. 217 pp.

6. Oral-Formulaic Theory: A Casebook. New York: Garland Publishing, 1990. 405 pp.
Reviews: Choice, September 1990: 98; Reference and Research Book News, 5 (March
1990): 11; Journal of American Folklore, 104 (1991): 205-6; Classical World, 85 (1991): 51-52;
Speculum, 67 (1992): 512; Music Library Association Notes, 50,1 (1993): 70-76

7. De Gustibus: Essays for Alain Renoir. New York: Garland Publishing, 1992.
Reviews: Speculum, 69 (1994): 288-89

8. Teaching Oral Traditions. New York: Modern Language Association, 1998.
Reviews: Choice, 36, ix (May 1999): 1611; American Literature, 94 (June 1999): 392;
Research and Reference Book News, 14 (May 1999): 63; Journal of American Folklore, 114
(2001): 495-96; Green Man Review

9. The Epic: Oral and Written. With Lauri Honko and Jawaharlal Handoo. Mysore, India:
Central Institute of Indian Languages, 1998.
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“Editing Moslem Oral Epics from Stolac,” in Words in Performance: Proceedings from the
Conference on Oral Traditional Literature, Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina, July 3-6, 2008, ed.
by Aida Vidan and Margaret Beissinger (Cambridge, Mass.: Milman Parry Collection of Oral
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David Konstan (Leiden: Brill, 2010), forthcoming
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Walsh (Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press, 2010), forthcoming
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Weissenrieder and Robert Coote (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2010), forthcoming
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Gruyter), forthcoming
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In such periodicals as the Journal of Hellenic Studies, Medium Avum, the Journal of American

Folklore, Slavic and East European Studies, Poetics and the Theory of Literature, etc.

Staff Consultant-Reviewer for Choice (areas of ancient Greek, medieval English, South Slavic,

and oral tradition)

Work in Progress

1. Pathways of the Mind: Oral Tradition and the Internet (University of Illinois Press, under

contract)

2. Oral Traditions: Understanding Diversity (University of Notre Dame Press, under contract)

3. The Epic Singers of Stolac, in the series Serbo-Croatian Heroic Songs, Publications of the

Milman Parry Collection, long-term project (Harvard University Press)

4. Entries on “Formula,” “Guslar,” and “Oral-Formulaic Theory” for The Princeton
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5. Three or four article-length projects

Video/DVD
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2. Video “Teacher’s Guide” for the academic edition of Beowulf, performed by Benjamin
Bagby (New York: Charles Morrow Productions, 2007)
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Boards, Presses, and Journals

Editorial Board, GAIA

Editorial Board, TEXT

Editorial Board, Envoi

Editorial Board, Medieval Folklore

Editorial Board, Southern African Journal for Folklore Studies
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Editorial Board, Classical and Modern Literature
Comité Scientifique, Littératures, Histoire des Ildées, Images et Sociétés du monde Anglophone

Cambridge University Press

HarperCollins

Pennsylvania State University Press

Oxford University Press

Harvard University Press

University of Toronto Press

University of California Press

Cornell University Press

Princeton University Press

State University of New York Press

Prentice-Hall

Indiana University Press

Garland Publishers

University of Pennsylvania Press

University of Michigan Press

University of Illinois Press

Utah State University Press

Publications of the Modern Language Association
Transactions of the American Philological Association
Slavic and East European Journal

JEGP: Journal of English and Germanic Philology
Speculum
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Journal of the American Academy of Religion
Papers on Language and Literature

Mediaevalia
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of California/Berkeley, Columbia University, Georgia Institute of Technology, University of
Massachusetts/Amherst, University of Denver, University of Alabama, Louisiana State Univer-
sity, Georgia State University, University of California/Los Angeles, University of Wisconsin,
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Memberships

American Philological Association
American Folklore Society
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Modern Language Association of America
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies
Society for Textual Scholarship

Offices (national and international)

Special Advisor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 2009+

Editorial Board, Folklore Fellows Communications, Finland, 2006+

International Folklore Fellows Advisory Board, Finland, 2001-05

Executive Committee, Division on Slavic Languages and Literatures, Modern Language
Association (2003-07, Chair 2006)

Scaglione Comparative Studies Prize Committee, Modern Language Association, 2001-03

Permanent Organizing Committee, Traditional Cultures Project, Russian Academy of
Sciences (elected 1993)

Member, Centre d’études homériques, Université Stendhal, Grenoble, France (elected 1993)

Executive Committee, Division on Comparative Approaches to Medieval Literature, Modern
Language Association (1998-2002, Chair 2000)

Member, Publications Committee, American Philological Association, 1994-97

Executive Committee, Division on Anthropological Approaches to Literature, Modern
Language Association (1984-88, Chair 1985)

Executive Committee, Division on Folklore and Literature, Modern Language Association
(1987-91, Chair 1987 and 1990)

Executive Committee, Division on Old English Language and Literature, Modern Language
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Old English Language and Culture Introduction to Old English
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Seminar on OE Wisdom Poetry
Seminar on the Vercelli Book
Seminar on the Exeter Book
Seminar on the Junius Ms.
Seminar on Beowulf

Chaucer

History of the English Language
Practice of Criticism

Seminar on Critical Theory
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Independent Study

Medieval Period, readings
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Ph.D. Dissertations

University of Missouri (1979-present)

University, Campus, and College Committees

Chair, Committee on Undergraduate Research Mentorships (1993+)
Chair, Provost Search Committee, 2005

Member, Arts and Science Dean’s Executive Committee, 2007-10
Member, Provost’s Strategic Advantages Task Force, 2006-08
Member, Arts and Science Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2002-05
Member, University of Missouri Research Board, 2002-04, 2006-09
Member, Vice Provost for Research Search Committee, 2002
Member, Mission Enhancement Task Force (1998-1999)

Member, China/Taiwan Working Group (1999+)

Member, Language Laboratory Design Committee (1999-2000)
Member, President’s Task Force on Research (1997-98)

Member, Arts and Science Dean Search Committee (1996-97)
Member, Advisory Board, Museum of Art and Archaeology (1996+, Chair 1997-98)
Chair, Library Research Policy Task Force (1994-95)

Dean's Executive Committee (1992-95)

Chair, Research Council (1991-92)

Member, Research Council (1989-92)

Member, Concert Series Committee (1993-95)

Chair, Library Director Search Committee (1989-90)
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University Press Committee (1988-89)

Sesquicentennial Lectures & Symposia Committee (1988-89)
South Africa Educational Program (1986-)

Campus Tenure and Promotion Committee (1984-87)
Chancellor Selection Committee (1986-87)

University Tenure and Promotion Committee (1987-90)
Campus Grievance Committee (1987-90)

Department Committees (English)
Chair's Advisory Committee (1990-93, 1994-96)
Hiring (1979-80, 1981-82, 1983-84, 1988-89, 1995-96)
Salary Advisory (1984, 1994-95)
Graduate Studies (continuous since 1985)

Department Chair (Classical Studies), 1996-99

Director of Graduate Studies (Classical Studies), 2002+



